Amdo Tibetan Folk Song #5 (QZE1)
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The highest peak of the white
snowy mountain touches the sky.
It is the snow lion’s homeland.
May the snow lion become
stronger day by day.*

Within the beautiful Tibetan
regions horse, yak, and sheep are
everywhere. Sing a song of
praise today with a pure heart.

* Literally the Tibetan text describes the
mane of the snow lion getting thicker
and thicker representing its good
health.
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Amdo Tibetan Folk Song #5 (QZE1)
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Transcription Notes:

1. Musical transcription is not exact. It is a close approximation of the recorded song.

2. Note that the second verse is half the length of the first and third verses.

3. The song begins with an introduction, followed by verse 1 (lines 1-3 of the poetic text), followed by verse 2
(an extemporainous line of text), followed by verse 3 (lines 4-6 of the poetic text). Mengle songs often have
three sections of text, so most likely there is a section of poetic text missing.

Basic Musical Analysis:
1. Tonal Center is A. Tonal Formula: 52 03 5 7 10 12 (13). Pentatonic Mode (blo gsal).
2. Phrasing is A BBB B BBB. Sub-phrases are A=ab1b2, B=b3b1b2.

Song 5: QZE1
A Starting Pitches Closing Pitch Strong Phrase (1)Strong Phrase (2)  Strong Phrase (3) Phrase/Final Cadence
a P 1 p==s
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Ornamentation:
Bend Repeat Bend
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