Amdo Tibetan Folk Song #2 (GMA1)
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* This song text is also located in Amdo

Song Book (1987), p.58 and Maqu
Song Book (2007), p.130.

If you sing a song, sing it in front
of the crowd. Sing while offering
tea and liquor to the crowd.*

If you sing a song, sing it in front

of the powerful gods. Sing a song

bringing a ceremonial white scarf
to the powerful gods.

If you sing a song, sing it in front
of a great leader. Sing while
humbly asking three things
of the great leader.*

* The asking of three things represents
asking the leader about the most
important concern’s of one’s heart.

* In Tibetan culture, as a an offering of
respect, guests at a party toast each
other, encouraging one another to drink
liquor together.
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Transcription Notes:

1. Musical transcription is not exact. It is a close approximation of the recorded song.

2. Musical transcription is based on the first verse. The second and third verses contain slight variety in sixteenth
note pitches and rhythm.

3. In the recording the end of phrases are sometimes held longer than in the written score.

4. The singer begins with an introduction, followed by two lines of poetic text, followed by a closing phrase of text.

Basic Musical Analysis:
1. Tonal Center is A. Tonal Formula: 2 0 (2) 3 5 (6) 7 (9) 10 12. Pentatonic Mode (blo gsal).
2. Phrasing is ABIB2B3 AB1B2B3 AB1B2B3. Sub-phrases are A=abl, B1=b2b3, B2=b4b1, B3=b5b3.

Song 2: GMA1
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